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PCNS Holiday Social 


Including our 
Annual Business Meeting 
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potable goods to this potlock event 


For help in planning what to bring 
contact the potluck coordinator: 
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1-415-922-5221 


Car) We will begin early — 7:00 PM 
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CALENDAR 


Numismatic M. eclings and Events 


= Decemher2.7.Wednesdayae-7 PM czscerssrseoty eyesore Annual PCNS Business Meeting 
and Holiday Party 


Knights of Columbus Hall, 2800 Taraval, San Francisco 


If members know of numismatic events which should be included in this calendar, 
please provide details to The Bulletin editor: Stephen Huston 1-510-475-8624 


We will list timely events of numismatic interest as space allows. 


OFFICERS NOMINATED FOR 2001 


Officers will be elected at the December meeting. The slate nominated is: 


Presidents...) etait iiedienfareseete ks tl it ae Michael Wehner 
Vice President 11... 25 i2%s 0.00 cntewtiooes Sch an dace Ee Pevsceceveess George Proctor 
SOCTCtATY .....00000000046 Ap eStr Nase peeled LLdhe Mee dey Ni cBy boseeccensnes Herb Miles 
"TrEaSULer ....0.0...000dccetpup 9 Gh SNS an AF Oe aah ono oassnnsnnns Stephen Huston 
Board Members ..........3sSssgs004 Phil Nordin, Sarah Nordin, and Larry Reppeteau 


(Gordon Donnell will remain on the Board as most-recent Past President) 


ONGOING ACTIVITIES 


PPIE AUCTION: The auction of the Society’s Panama Pacific International Exposition 
collection material began in October with the first 10 lots bringing in about $900. 


Another group of material was offered at the November Meeting, drawing live bids over 
$600. Rumor has it that some of these high bids were topped on eBay. Those members 
who were successful bidders can arrange with George Proctor to pick up their goods at the 


December PCNS meeting. 
PAPERS: The plans for an annual papers contest were announced some time ago, but 


little has been said about it while we were focused on the CSNA Symposium. The current 
deadline for the next papers contest is April 1, 2001. 


2001 CSNA SYMPOSIUM: The Society agreed at our November meeting to offer to 
sponsor this event again next year. The feeling was that now we know how to do it, so it 
would not be as difficult. We still need suggestions for speakers to be considered for the 
2001 event if CSNA gives us the go-ahead. 


THE JOURNAL: Some issues of the PCNS Journal are available to members for $1 each. 


PIECES O’EIGHT, PIECES O’EIGHT! 


Dr. Rodney Baker was our guest speaker in November, providing us with the chance to see 
highlights from his collection of Mexico 8-Reales coins from the beginnings of Spanish 
Colonial coinage in the New World. 


Dr. Baker displayed early coinage, cob coins, and the classic Pillar Dollars including the 
rare early dates from the transition years between cobs and pillars— 1732 and 1733. 


He told us that his 8-Real date collection is now nearly complete from 1732 to 1821! 


The meeting provided a rare opportunity for members to see and learn about this coinage 
which once legal tender within the USA. We also learned that the belief that the Aztecs 
were wealthy with vast sources of gold was actually in error. They had been hoarding gold 
continuously for hundreds of years to acquire the mass of it which was on display when the 
Spanish arrived. The Spanish assumed they had a major source for gold (probably based 
on their own economic experience that it kept changing hands in commerce), and they 
were determined to uncover this source — which did not actually exist. 


NOVEMBER MEETING EXHIBITS 


Michael Wehner brought a coin of the Spanish king who willed away his kingdom, which 


started a long war in the early 1700s. 


George Proctor brought several obsolete notes, including one carrying the real signatures 
of real issues on a counterfeit note of the Bank of Orleans. 


Elliot Wehner displayed his favorite item: a 1938-S Mercury dime in beautiful condition. 
Herb Miles brought a slabbed portrait-type Mexican 8-Real from a salvaged wreck. 


Gordon Donnell laid out a range of collectibles which included a PPIE change purse, a 
July 4, 1921 souvenir badge from Vallejo, a GGIE cut-out pin and a newly slabbed Virginia 
State Quarter. 


David Evans let us admire the beauty of a new set with the state quarters in silver proof. 


Jack Free showed off a real 1915-era prize: a watch fob made of 3 medals including some 
SF Earthquake souvenir medals! He also had a US Mint product “short run” collector set 
with a bill which begins with #2000... as the serial number. 


Ken Takahashi let us see his gold doubloon and a nice 1737 Pillar Dollar. He also hada 
reproduction-strike 1796 USA Gold Eagle. 


Paul Holtzman told of his efforts to secure an early Mexican piece on eBay, but the auction 
had not yet closed. 


RAFFLE 


Jack F. got a PPIE pinback and a PCNS 800th Meeting medal, a Mid-Winter Expo medal 
went to Larry R., and George got a book on MPCs. 


A JOYFUL SATURNALIA 
iQyeAlies 


AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


CopN A 
CoMMUNIOQUE 


REPORT ON THE 
FIRST _C.S.N.A. NORTHERN CALIFORNIA EDUCATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 
HOSTED BY THE PACIFIC COAST NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


This C.S.N.A. COMMUNIQUE is a few days late this month because I wanted to make a report on the 
C.S.N.A. First Annual Northern California Numismatic Symposium that was held on Saturday, November 
4th, in Berkeley. Over a year ago, I approached the Pacific Coast Numismatic Society (P.C.N.S.) in San 
Francisco, to study the feasibility of hosting a C.S.N.A. Northern California Numismatic Symposium 
similar to the one that is held in Southern California in Fullerton each March. 


A Northern Symposium has been a dream of mine for the past 15 years, but each time it was 
mentioned, no one stepped forward to pursue the subject. This time I took a different approach and 
decided to work through P.C.N.S. because as a Past-President of this esteemed Society, I knew of their 
dedication to numismatic education within the hobby. I knew if they endorsed my dream, the results 
would be memorable in every respect, because this type of program is far above the capabilities of the 
average coin club. P.C.N.S. is made up of some of the most knowledgeable people in the field of 
numismatics; many are true scholars in specific numismatic fields. If you were to attend one of their 
monthly meetings, you would know exactly what I mean. Most times they have a speaker and a specific 
topic for each meeting. But that is just the beginning! Each member brings something related to the topic 
for the evening and then the fun begins, because these off-the-cuff individual discussions are truly 
remarkable in their depth and insight. There is no auction at their meetings, just discussions that in 
themselves, could each be developed into articles or new programs on their own merit. 


The First Annual Northern California C.S.N.A. Numismatic Symposium was held in the Alumni 
House of the University of California in Berkeley, an ideal location for such an auspicious undertaking. 
Attendance was light because of an unfortunate conflict with the Sacramento Coin Show, but those 30 
who attended were treated to a day of unequaled numismatic enjoyment. 


Four speakers presented truly remarkable diverse programs that encompassed everything from Ancient 
Coinage History to Mormon Gold Coins, The Earliest Forms of U.S. Currency to Counterfeit Detection of 
Early U. S. Home Town Banknotes. Each program was presented is such a way that held your attention 
even if the topic was one that you were not previously interested in. How could you not be interested when 
you were able to hold gold nuggets in your hand and coins and paper money worth tens of thousands of 
dollars passed around for you to examine? Each presentation was immediately followed by a question and 
answer period while the presentation was still fresh in one’s mind. When we broke for a box lunch at 
Noon, we gathered around a huge Board Meeting table where informal conversations continued on the 
topics that had been presented at the morning session. What a great experience! 


The first speaker on the program was Stephen Huston, a full time classical numismatic dealer from San 
Francisco. He is a Past President of P.C.N.S. and served as Vice President of C.S.N.A. from 1991 
through 1992, His topic “Ancient Egyptian Numismatics - Political Scoundrels and Civil War”, 
chronicled Ptolemaic Egyptian succession and its related bronze coins from each period. His slide 
program pointed out the many pattern idiosyncrasies that the ancient coin collector faces in his search for 
the material relating to each ruler in Egyptian history. He advanced some new theories on this topic that 
will be published in the near future. His knowledge and understanding of this subject cannot be debated; 
it was a superb presentation from beginning to end. Steve successfully reduced a complex subject to 
interesting and informative levels that even the novice numismatist could understand and enjoy. I 
personally, look forward to seeing more of his literary talents in print. 


> 


The second speaker in the morning session was the very personable A.N.A. President H. Robert 
Campbell, a Salt Lake City coin dealer. Himself a Mormon, he chose “Mormon Gold” for his topic. He is 
a specialist on this topic, having researched these elusive gold coins for many years. He related how the 
Mormons were the first to discover gold in the American River while building a sawmill to produce 
lumber for the new Western settlers. They returned to Salt Lake City with bags of gold dust, which was 
difficult to handle as money so it was melted down, and crude coins struck. Very few of these elusive 
coins remain today and are very collectible and desirable, worth many thousands of dollars. Bob had a 
few samples of the real coins for us to see, as well as samples of commemorative tokens restruck for the 
Pioneer Jubilee in 1897. that are available today. He is compiling a listing of all known remaining 
genuine coins for future collectors to reference 


After the lunch break, A.N.A. President Campbell asked to introduce the third speaker, Dr. Donald 
Kagin of Sausalito. Before he did so, however, he presented the coveted A.N.A. President’s Award to him 
in a surprise ceremony. Bob and Don have been friends for years so it was a very emotional presentation 
for both men. Dr. Kagin holds a doctorate degree in numismatics and is well known for his research on 
U. S. Gold coins but his doctorate thesis was on the topic he chose to speak on at this symposium, namely 
“The Treasury Notes of the War of 1812 - Our Nation’s First Circulating Currency”. This was the first 
time he has presented this program. He told of the desperate need of the government to obtain funds to 
finance itself during this period and of the many innovative methods they used to accomplish their goal, 
mainly by printing four series of Treasury Notes which were given legal tender status. These are very 
scarce items today but he showed many examples of them and described how they were presented to the 
public and who bought them. It was a very enlightening subject on the early problems our emerging 
country faced and how they solved their monetary problems. 


The last speaker was well known “Rag Man” Wendell Wolka of Dublin, Ohio. He was the “clean up” 
speaker, and he kept everyone in stitches with his glib repertoire of anecdotes relating to his topic, 
“Dysfunctional Commerce - 1850’s Siyie”. Merchants during this period were at the mercy of every type 
of counterfeiter of printed currency. Not only did banks print their own currency but other companies like 
railroads did, too. Some were solvent and others were not, so it was up to the discretion of the merchant if 
he would accept it in payment for merchandise or not. Wendell had slides of the genuine bills and the 
fakes and had us determine whether we thought they were genuine. He pointed out what to look for on 
the fakes, some obvious and others very cleverly duplicated. His teaching methods were hilarious but very 
effective! I seriously doubt anyone present could be fooled into buying one of the fakes in the future. 


C.S.N.A. is indebted to the officers and members of P.C.NS. for all the hard work they put into 
making this symposium a success. President Michael Wehner served as Master of Ceremonies with great 
dignity and was thanked by C.S.N.A. Vice President Ruth Phillips, on behalf of President Bill Grant who 
was not able to attend the symposium. Michael presented medals of appreciation to the speakers for a job 


well done. The meeting adjourned with talk of a second symposium being held next year. Let’s plan on it 
and be sure to attend. 


